4 


% Loving светот 4 
Gho Franklin У 


May 17, 1939 - November 26, 2000 


Је 


Thursday, November 30, 2000 
10:00 A.M. 


New Hope Baptist Church 
106 Sussex Avenue 


Newark, New Jersey 


REV. JOHN BAKER, Eulogist 
REV. JOE CARTER, Pastor 


b 


The Obituary 


JOHN “FRANKIE” FRANKLIN SMITH was born May 17, 1939 to 
the late John Richard Smith and the late Bertha Bennett Smith in 
Newark, New Jersey. He departed this life on November 26, 2000, after 
a brief illness. 


“FRANKIE” attended the Newark Public School System, graduating 
from Newark Vocational Technical High School. He worked at Ward 
Baking Co. for 14 years, and had a host of cooking jobs at local eateries 
throughout the area. For the past six years, he was a medical transporta- 
tion driver for the North Ward Center in Newark, N.J. 


He received his religious training at an early age at the New Hope 
Baptist Church in Newark, N.J. There, he started his singing career in 
various choirs as a teenager and sometimes directed the Adult Choir. He 
was a former member of the 11 A.M. Mass Choir. 


In the late 1950s and 60s, he was a proud and leading member of the 
Doo Wop group called “The Monotones,” touring throughout the U.S. 
and Canada. He was clearly known for his deep bass voice on the hit 
tune “Book of Love,” which is still played today on many radio stations. 


FRANKIE touched many lives in his lifetime. He was kind-hearted, 
fun and was always willing to lend a helping hand. Truly a friend to all, 
he will be missed. 


He leaves to cherish his memory his loving wife, Sharon Mayer-Smith; a 
brother, Clarence Smith; two sons, Craig and Lance Smith; a daughter, 
Bowles-Smith; four step Keesha, Sheery, Alisia and 
Rosetta Wilborn; three grandsons, Lance Jr., Kadeem and Quentin; 12 
stepgrandchildren, Tarik, Jamal, Shmaeya, Elijah, Tajshanah, Sasha, 
Isaiah, Issaias, Kizazi, Teshi, Kai and Joshua; his mother-in-law, Esther 
Mayer; five brothers-in-law, David, Douglas, Michael, Craig and Steven 
Mayer; three sisters-in-law, Priscilla Aiken, Sandra Patterson and Joanne 
Mayer; and a host of nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. 
“Blessed is everyone that feareth the Lord; that walketh 
in his ways." — --Psalm 128:1 
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